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Paul Blustein is an author and journalist specializing in economic issues. He spent much of his 
career reporting for The Washington Post and The Wall Street Journal, and he has authored six books 
focusing mainly on financial crises and global trade. His latest book, published in Mark 2025 is King 
Dollar: The Past and Future of the World's Dominant Currency, preceded by Schism: China, America 
and the Fracturing of the Global Trading System. Articles he has written in recent years have been 
published by Fortune, Slate, Politico, Foreign Policy, Bloomberg View, and other media outlets. 
 
Mr. Blustein has degrees from the University of Wisconsin (BA, History), and from Oxford University, 
where as a Rhodes Scholar he studied Philosophy, Politics and Economics. 
 
 
Lorraine de Germiny is a partner at LALIVE and has over 18 years of experience in international 
arbitration, including commercial and investment treaty arbitration, with a particular focus on the 
mining and energy sectors. A member of the New York and Paris bars, she has acted as counsel or 
arbitrator in a number of proceedings, both ad hoc (including UNCITRAL) and administered (under 
the rules of the ICC and ICSID). Before joining LALIVE, Ms. de Germiny practised international 
arbitration in Paris and New York.  
 
Ms. De Germiny holds law degrees from the University of Rennes, Tulane University Law School, and 
Columbia Law School. 
 
 
Laura Halonen is of counsel to Wagner Arbitration in Berlin. She has advised clients in international 
investment and commercial arbitrations for 20 years, and has worked on some of the world’s 
leading ISDS cases as counsel and acts as arbitrator in commercial disputes. She previously worked 
with LALIVE in Geneva and Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer in Paris and London.  
 
Ms. Halonen has MA and BCL degrees from the University of Oxford and is a Solicitor in England and 
Wales. She has published several articles, book chapters and case notes, and regularly lectures on 
investment law, advocacy and the environmental impact of arbitrations. Ms. Halonen teaches 
investment arbitration at Humboldt University in Berlin. 
 
 
Joshua Karton is an Associate Professor and the Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and Program 
Development at Queen’s Law, where he has taught since 2009. Professor Karton’s research and 
teaching focus on international dispute resolution (in particular international arbitration), 
international and comparative contract law, conflict of laws, and sociology of law (especially law and 
globalization). He has written or edited four books and dozens of articles in his areas of interest, and 
has held visiting positions at several universities, most recently as the Tsai Wan-tsai Visiting Chair 
Professor of International Law at the National Taiwan University. 
  
 



He is an elected member of the International Academy of Comparative Lawl; a General Editor 
of Kluwer Arbitration Practical Insights, a leading online guide for international arbitration 
practitioners; a co-founder and the Managing Editor of the Canadian Journal of Commercial 
Arbitration; a faculty member of the Toronto Commercial Arbitration Society’s “Gold Standard” 
course, the premier professional training program for commercial arbitrators in Canada; an advisory 
board member and regular instructor for the Africa Arbitration Academy; and a member of the 
International Bar Association Task Force on Privilege in International Arbitration. Professor Karton 
frequently sits as an arbitrator in domestic and international commercial disputes and acts as a 
consultant and expert witness on matters of Canadian and international law. 
  
Born and raised in Vancouver, Professor Karton received a BA in International Relations and 
Humanities from Yale, a JD from Columbia Law School, and a PhD in International Law from 
Cambridge. Before commencing his doctoral studies, he practiced in litigation and arbitration in the 
New York and Hong Kong offices of Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP. 
 
 
Nicolas Lamp is Associate Professor at the Faculty of Law at Queen’s University, where he is also 
cross-appointed to the School of Policy Studies. He is the Associate Academic Director of the 
International Law Programs, and from 2016 to 2021 he was the Academic Director. Since 2019, he 
has also been the Director of the Annual Queen’s Institute on Trade Policy, a professional training 
course for Canadian trade officials that is hosted by the Queen’s School of Policy Studies. 
  
Prior to joining Queen’s, Professor Lamp worked as a Dispute Settlement Lawyer at the Appellate 
Body Secretariat of the World Trade Organization, where he advised the Members of the Appellate 
Body on legal issues arising in appellate proceedings under the WTO’s dispute settlement 
mechanism. In additional to teaching the International Economic Law course in the castle program, 
he also teaches a term-length course in International Trade Law and supervises the International 
Trade Law Practicum, a clinical course in trade law.  
 
Professor Lamp received his PhD in Law from the London School of Economics and Political Science 
in 2013. His doctoral thesis on “Lawmaking in the Multilateral Trading System” investigates the 
origins and implications of the discourses, practices and techniques that shape international 
lawmaking in the trade context. His current research focuses on competing narratives about the 
winners and losers from economic globalization. His co-authored book (with Anthea Roberts) titled 
Six Faces of Globalization: Who Wins, Who Loses, and Why It Matters was published in 2021 by Harvard 
University Press.  
 
 
Alison Mitchell is a former diplomat and legal adviser to Canada's foreign ministry. She is 
specialized in the law of armed conflict, international human rights law, targeted sanctions, and the 
law of the sea. 
 
During her 17 years with Global Affairs Canada, Ms. Mitchell had assignments to Canada’s embassy 
in Washington, D.C., to NATO in Brussels, to UN Headquarters in New York, and to the Provincial 
Reconstruction Team in Kandahar, Afghanistan. In 2012-2013, she spent a year on exchange with the 
Canadian Armed Forces in the Office of the Judge Advocate General. She previously served as an 
assistant legal officer in the Office of the Prosecutor at the International Criminal Court in The Hague 
in 2005-2006 and clerked for Mr. Justice Marshall Rothstein at the Supreme Court of Canada in 2007. 
 



Ms. Mitchell received a B.A. from Queen’s University in 2001, an LL.B. from the University of Ottawa 
in 2005, and an LL.M. in International Legal Studies from New York University in 2012. 
 
 
Matthew Secomb is a partner in White & Case’s International Arbitration Group in Singapore, and 
heads the firm’s arbitration practice in the Asia-Pacific. Dr. Secomb specializes in international 
commercial arbitration with a focus on energy-related and construction disputes. He has been 
involved in arbitrations under most of the major institutional rules as well as in ad hoc arbitrations. 
In addition to his counsel work, Dr. Secomb also acts frequently as arbitrator (mainly ICC and SIAC).  
  
Before moving to Singapore in 2015, Dr. Secomb was based in White & Case’s Paris office for nearly 
ten years. Prior to joining White & Case in 2006, he was counsel to the ICC International Court of 
Arbitration, where he oversaw thousands of arbitrations, spanning almost all industry sectors and 
regions. Before moving to France in 2001, he worked at Minter Ellison, a leading Australian law firm. 
  
Dr. Secomb has a B.Com. and an LL.M. from the University of Melbourne, an LL.B. (hons) from 
Deakin University, and a Doctorat en droit (summa cum laude) from the Université de Fribourg 
(Switzerland). He is qualified as an avocat at the Paris bar, a solicitor-advocate in England & Wales, 
and a barrister and solicitor in Victoria, Australia. 
 


